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Friday 8th April 2022 End of half term update

Dear Parents/Carers,

Attendance

As we near the end of another 7 week half term, I would like to thank you for your continued efforts to

ensure  that children attend school regularly – good attendance really does have a huge impact on

educational  success and even more on children’s wellbeing. Our average attendance since the beginning of

the autumn  term has been above the current national average for England, despite the challenges we have

all faced. I  would especially like to thank those parents and carers who have made an increased effort to

improve their  children’s attendance this last half term – it really does make a difference!

Updated Public Health Advice - COVID-19

The amended advice for children with mild symptoms, such as a runny nose, sore throat or slight cough is

now to continue to attend their education setting.

It is not recommended that children are tested for COVID-19 unless directed by a health professional. If a

test is then taken and is positive, pupils should:

∙ Stay at home and avoid contact with others for 3 days

∙ The child can then return to school 3 days after the positive result as long as they feel well enough  and no

longer have a high temperature.

Term time leave of absence

We still unfortunately have a number of families removing children from education for extended leave of

absence during term time. I would like to once again appeal to parents not to do this, as it is recognised to

have a negative impact on children’s academic success and even more so, on their emotional health,

wellbeing and relationships. Missing large amounts of time in school means that children’s friendships and

relationships are affected and lost learning has long term effects which can impact on future academic

success, confidence and self -esteem.

Grove House PTA
Our GHPS parent and teacher group had another successful meeting this week in school with even more
parents attending. Plans for the summer fair are now well under way with more details and information to
be released soon – watch this space!
Thank you to all those who have attended so far and any parents who wish to come along to the next
meeting are very welcome, we will send a text with the next date TBA.

Reminders
Just a few general reminders before we break up:

School Site
Children should not be on the school site unaccompanied in the mornings – or after the school day has
ended. School opens at 8.50 and children must be supervised by an adult at this time. Older children who
have signed permission to walk to school must also not be on site until this time as school is not
responsible.
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Breakfast club
Children who go to breakfast club must be accompanied by an adult to the breakfast club door at the back
of school – unless they are in year 5 or 6 and have signed permission. Last entry to breakfast club is
8:30am
Parents are not permitted to drop off in the school car park, or to leave their children at the front gate.

Helmets

Any child who comes to school on a bike or a scooter must wear a helmet.
If a child arrives without a helmet their parents will be called and asked to bring a helmet into school. If
they do not the child will not be able to leave school at the end of the day on the bike or scooter.

Walking home
Only children in year 5 or 6 who have signed permission from parents are allowed to walk home from
school unaccompanied. Older siblings in Primary school are not permitted to be responsible for supervising
younger siblings walking home. If this happens the children will remain at school until a parent has been
contacted to pick them up.

Easter Raffle
Thank you so much to all the staff at Grove House who contributed items for the Easter raffle and to
everyone who bought tickets. We managed to raise just over £300 to help fund provision for our brand
new sensory room, so a massive thank you to everyone!

Eid Celebrations
Eid will be celebrated on Friday 6th May. Children are invited to come to school in their Eid clothes or party
clothes and will be having a celebration in the afternoon. We will provide classes with food lists if parents
would like to donate party food for the day it would be very much appreciated.

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
We will be celebrating the Queen’s diamond jubilee at Grove House on Friday 27th May – the day we break
up for spring bank holiday. More information will follow.

Children’s learning
As always, the busiest people at Grove House have been our children. Here are some of the
highlights we would like to share with you of our spring term 2022:

World Book Day

This year's World Book Day happened on the 3rd March 2022 and it was the 25th World Book Day
celebration. As a school we decided to centre our celebrations around the picture book ‘We’re All
Wonders’ written by R.J. Palaco. The children thought about other books that have a message and
thought  about all the things that make them special and unique. We looked at autobiographies and
they had a go at  creating their own. The children loved sharing their autobiographies with each
other and spent time  creating their own illustrations.
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Trip to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park

Year one went on a very exciting trip to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park in Doncaster. The children walked
around the whole park looking at the different animals. They saw lions, tigers, polar bears as well as
many  others.
The trip links to Year One’s topic on hot and cold places, in which they will explore animals from
different  places around the world.

Historical Experience Day

The children in upper key stage 2 had an exciting history experience day as they came to the end of
their  learning. The year 5 children experienced life in the early Islamic civilization times. They learnt
about some  of the tools that were used in those times and the children even got the opportunity to
use them. The children  in year 6 experienced a World War II day. They learnt about life on the front
line, they dressed up as soldiers  and got hands-on experience of living in those times. The children
had opportunities to ask expert questions.

Number Day 2022

The whole school celebrated Number Day on the 4th of February, the day began with an assembly
where  Buddy’s key challenge was launched, the children got active during the assembly with some
children counting  to 100 and others taking part in a head to head competition with their class
teachers on Timetable Rock stars.  Year 5 were also lucky enough to take part in Spaghetti Maths
shape workshop. The children worked together  to create a pop up shape. They children even learnt
how to pass through a piece of A4 paper.

Throughout the day the children competed in various challenges, there was lots of maths learning



taking  place across the school day. At playtime and lunchtime there were lots of challenges posted
around the  playground for the children to participate with.

Grove House Primary School, Myers Lane, Bradford, BD2 4ED
Telephone: (01274) 636921 Email: office@grovehouseprimary.co.uk

After School Clubs

Our after school and lunch time clubs are in full swing. Now the nights are lighter and getting slowly
warmer,  children have been able to enjoy being outside even more. Year 5 and 6 had the chance to
sample lots of  different ball games, when a coach from Bradford Bulls came to deliver an exciting
after school club and Mr  Matthews is now teaching the children how to play tag rugby. Children in
Year 3 and 4 have been developing  new football skills with Mr Clover and Miss Craven and they are
learning to be gracious when they win and  lose. Miss Illingworth and the Year 5 dancers have
choreographed some brilliant routines at dance club and  the Year 1 and 2 children have loved taking
part in Arts and crafts with Mrs O’Brien and Miss Smith, they  have even learnt how to cross stitch!
The Year 3 and 4 scooter club, which has run all year, continues to  attract different children and is
ever popular. Finally, a special mention needs to go to our Eco club and Miss  Nansen, they spent
their whole lunch time collecting rubbish from around school and making Grove House  an even
more pleasant place to be.



Bradford Industrial Museum
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In January, Year 3 enjoyed a successful trip to the Bradford Industrial Museum. It was the first time
that the  children (and some of the staff) had been on a trip in a long time. The children learnt all
about Bradford’s  industrial past and how the Industrial Revolution shaped how Bradford is today.
They got to meet the Mill  Owners wife and take a tour around her house and see how this
compared to the cramp workers housing.  They got to experience first-hand the traditional method
of weaving in the ‘Weaving at the Mill’ workshop.  First the children sorted and carded their wool
and then learnt how to weave with it. In the museum, they  saw the machines in action and saw
what dangerous jobs children would have been expected to do. The  children were all very tired at
the end of the day but had a fantastic day and were a credit to the school.

We will see you all back at school on Monday 25th April.
Have a lovely Easter holiday break and enjoy lots of family time – and chocolate!

Kind regards,



Mrs A Summerscales
Head of School


