
TEACHER PEN PORTRAITS     
Interim Executive Headteacher 

 

My name is Lynette Clapham and I an Executive Headteacher for Pennine 
Academies Yorkshire. I currently have responsibility for Grove House 
Primary and Crossley Hall Primary. Having 14 years’ experience, I have a 
wealth of experience across the primary phase and have taught across all 
year groups.  
I think Grove House is an incredibly special place to be and learn not only 
for the pupils but also for the adults. I am incredibly proud of the work that 
takes place in school to make every day count for our children. From the 
team of support staff, IT technicians, everyone has an important role to 
play and every day provides us all with an opportunity to learn and 
experience something new. 
I am really looking forward to seeing everyone back at school in September. 
It’s going to be a fabulous year! 

Interim Head of School 

 

My name is Alex Summerscales and I am Head of School at Grove 
House. I have been a teacher for over 20 years and as the first 
person in my family to attend university, I am passionate about 
supporting children to develop the confidence and belief in 
themselves to achieve their dreams. 

I have been at Grove House for 3 years now and in my current role I 
am very lucky to be able to work with the children, families, staff 
and the community to continue to make our school even better. 

When I’m not at school I love to spend time with my family of four 
children, 3 dogs, one cat and not forgetting my husband! I also love 
working on the allotment and crocheting things to decorate school. 

I am really looking forward to September and the next exciting 
chapter in the Grove House story! 

 

 

My name is Huma Raza and I joined Grove House in November 2019 

as an Assistant Head Teacher. I have been a teacher for 15 years and 

have worked in a number of schools both in England and abroad. I 

am married and have two children, both boys. I enjoy being part of 

the leadership team at Grove House and working with the wonderful 

staff and children in school. Currently, I am the maths lead across 

the school and the phase leader for key stage 2. I look forward 

seeing everyone again in September, I will be one of the people in 

the playground wearing a bright yellow jacket! 

Assistant Headteacher 

 My name is Nicola Wade and I joined Grove House in September 2018, 
teaching in Reception. I have been a teacher for six years now, teaching 
across Early Years and Key Stage One. This year is going to be very 
exciting as I take on the role of Assistant Headteacher. I will be looking 
after the Early Years and Key Stage One again as well as, working as part 
of our new Nurture Team. I am passionate about enabling children to 
become creative, independent thinkers, using stimulating learning 
environments.  
Another role I have in school is to lead reading. I absolutely love to find 
new and exciting picture books and share them with the children. In my 
spare time I enjoy doing various crafts such as Macrame. I have made 
lots of plant hangers and wall decorations that are around school.  

 

Assistant Headteacher

 



 

My name is Sue Tyson and I am proud to say I have been privileged to work 

at Grove House Primary School for 35 years! During this time I have seen ex 

pupils return with their own children to enjoy school life here, just as their 

parents did. Most of my time here has been in Nursery but for two years I 

worked in the Reception classes. This gave me a clearer picture of 

expectations beyond nursery. Working together with the nursery team, we 

will provide a safe, welcoming environment. There will be a variety of 

exciting activities, as well as experiences to engage young children and 

promote their learning and development. This will be a sound foundation 

to build on beyond nursery. In my spare time I enjoy cooking and gardening 

and to stay healthy and ensure I can keep up with lively youngsters I enjoy 

swimming and Zumba classes, as well as more relaxing yoga and walking. 

My name is Kathrine Nutting and I am extremely excited to join Grove House Primary School in 

September as one of your Assistant Headteachers. I have been teaching for a long time and have 

worked in many different schools in Birmingham, Keighley and Bradford. I will be the Special 

Needs Coordinator at Grove House and will also be helping to lead Key Stage One. I love working 

with children of all ages from Nursery to Year 6 and I am looking forward to getting to know you 

all and see the fantastic things I know you do at your school.  

I enjoy teaching all subjects but my favourites are English, history and art; I love to make learning 

fun! 

When I am not at school I enjoy spending time with my family and Daisy, my slightly crazy but 

very loveable Chocolate Labrador. I am very lucky to have a caravan in the Yorkshire Dales and 

Mr Nutting, Daisy and I like spending time there and going for long walks.  

I love to be creative. My main hobby is sewing, I especially enjoy making clothes so you might 

see me wearing something that I have made myself! I also love drawing and baking, especially 

yummy cakes! I have an ambition to write a book one day. I am fascinated by history and I am 

researching my family tree. I enjoy getting stuck into a good book and I really like poetry. 

I can’t wait to meet you all and begin my new adventure at Grove House Primary School. 

 

My name is Christian Pattison and I will be joining Grove House Primary in 
September as an Assistant Headteacher. I am really looking forward to 
meeting everyone at Grove House and getting to know the fantastic, 
hardworking and fabulous children that I have heard so much about. 
I have two young children, a 3 year old little boy and a 1 year old little girl, 
who both help keep me on my toes! We love taking our little dog Holly out 
for walks, going on adventures in the woods and travelling around different 
places in the United Kingdom and further afield. I love all sport, my 
favourites being rugby, football, cricket and tennis. I still play football every 
week, even if the children in my current class say, ‘Aren’t you a bit old to 
play football?’.  
One of my roles at Grove House Primary will be to help get you all moving 
and active in your lessons, something I hope you all enjoy. 

 

Nursery 

 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

RC   Reception Donaldson 

 

My name is Rosy Vincenzi and I am the Reception teacher in 
Donaldson class. This will be my third year teaching at Grove House 
Primary School and also my third year in Reception. I am the art 
leader in school, I am passionate about creativity and provide the 
children in my class with lots of opportunities to be artists 
themselves.  
In my spare time I enjoy playing with my rabbits Alf and Audrey, I 
will share pictures of them with you in September, they are 
adorable! I also enjoy doing yoga to keep myself fit and healthy. I 
hope to ensure everyone in my class has a positive start to their 
school journey by creating a calm, inviting and engaging 
environment to explore in. I can’t wait to meet you all and help you 
to settle into your new school. 
 



 

1E   Eliot 

 

 

 
Hello - my name is Kerri O’Brien. I’m very excited to be joining the 
Grove House Primary School team in September teaching in Year One. 
Though it is my first year here I have been teaching for 15 years. I can’t 
wait to meet you all and start our Year One learning journey together. 
My aim as a teacher has always been to create a safe and nurturing 
environment where children develop a love of learning and find their 
passions. 
I spend most of my time outside of school looking after my little boy, 
Lochlan. He loves the outdoors so we enjoy lots of time in the garden 
and trips out to the park and the woods. One of my favourite things to 
do is to curl up with a really good book. Since having my son I have 
developed a love of hunting in charity shops to build up his own book 
collection! I looking forward to sharing lots of exciting books with you 
all.  

 

Hello everyone! My name is Jen Wright, and this will be my first year at 
Grove House as the Reception Teacher in Churchill class. Some of you might 
have seen me at the picnic and I am excited to meet you all in September. I 
have a background specialising in Early Years and have worked previously 
across Reception, Nursery and Key Stage One. I am very creative and doing 
lots of painting, drawing and getting messy in the classroom! In my class I 
encourage trying new things and having fun. You will have lots of 
opportunities to make and do things, explore and play. I also love being 
busy outside and will always enjoy joining in with your games! 
 

When I’m not at school I love to take my cheeky dog Dylan for walks and 
spend time with my family and friends. I am looking forward to having lots 
of fun, learning lots of new things together and finding out all about you in 
September. 

 

 My name is Vicky Mason and I am the class teacher in Year 1.  This 
will be my 7th year teaching at Grove House. I started my career in 
year 1 before moving to Nursery and then Reception. I am looking 
forward to returning to year one this year. I am very excited to teach 
this class as I am already very familiar with the children and I am 
excited to see their learning grow throughout the year.  

I have two children, my little boy is nearly 5 and my daughter is 18 
months. We are very busy with fun activities which we enjoy 
together such as swimming, play gyms and we love exploring 
outdoors!  

I look forward to seeing you all in September 

 

1F   Fawkes 

 

RD  Reception Donaldson 

 

 

My name is Hollie Doherty and I am the class teacher in Year 1 
Fawkes.  This will be my 5th year teaching at Grove House. I taught in 
year 1 for 3 years before spending time in reception but I am excited 
to be back in year 1.  I am also the PSHE lead within school. I aim to 
make learning fun and engaging and I look forward to planning lots 
of exciting indoor and outdoor learning opportunities in Year 1.  

I have a little boy who is one year old.  At the weekends we enjoy 
getting outdoors and finding new places to play and explore.  

I am excited to continue our journey together and look forward to 
seeing your smiling faces again in September. 

 

1E   Eliot 

 
 



 

2G   Gandhi 

 

 

Hello! My name is Liberty Skinner and this will be my first year at 

Grove House. Before Grove House I was training at another school in 

Bradford with another year two class.  

In my spare time I enjoy baking and cooking. I also enjoy walking my 

dog. 

I am really looking forward to teaching your children and getting to 

know you as their families too. If you ever have any concerns or 

worries please do not hesitate to come and speak to me, my door is 

always open.  

 

Hello everyone!  My name is Sandy Notey and this will be my fifth year 

teaching at Grove House.  You may have seen me around school or seen 

some of my videos during lockdown!  This year I have been teacher in year 

3 but I am very excited about joining you in year 2!  I can’t wait to see you 

all with your big smiles and continue your journey in KS1 together.  I am 

also the Science Lead within school and I’m sure we’ll have lots of 

opportunities to be experimenting very soon.  I am passionate about 

making learning as fun as possible and creating memorable moments, with 

you at the forefront of every lesson.  

When I’m not at school, you’ll find me in my kitchen cooking and baking 

some yummy cakes, going for walks in the park or visiting my friends and 

family.  I love living in Yorkshire because it’s such a gorgeous place to 

explore! 

 

2H   Hawking 

 

3I   Ikram 

 

 

My name is Rebecca Waites and I am the Year 3 Class teacher. I 
joined Grove House at Christmas 2020. My hobbies are rugby, 
dancing and musical theatre. I enjoy playing all sports, and like to 
learn new skills and tricks. I love solving maths problem and 
sketching nature around me. 

I am looking forward to moving back to Year 3 and being able to 
explore new, exciting topics with you all. I can’t wait to learn about 
all your interesting hobbies and favourite things. 

Next year we shall be inquisitive scientists, marvellous 
mathematicians and wonderful writers. I cannot wait to see you all 
in September and continue our learning adventure! 

 

My name is Jack Clover and I will be teaching year 3 in September. I am 
originally from Essex; but don’t hold that against me! I moved to Leeds seven 
years ago where I completed my degree before deciding to stay and continue 
my studies to become a teacher. I am a big sports fan. I play rugby league for 
my local club and I am also training for my first triathlon. Aside from this, I 
love reading and cooking although, according to my girlfriend, a new hobby 
may be a better suit! 
This is my first year teaching and I am really excited to begin my journey at 
Grove House Primary School. The jump into KS2 may be daunting for some, 
but my aim is to make the transition as smooth as possible. I am extremely 
dedicated to ensuring that my classroom is a safe, kind environment for 
students to learn and develop but I also want to make sure that our lessons 
are fun and engaging.  
I can’t wait to get to know you all over the next year and look forward to 
seeing what we can accomplish together.  

 

3J   Jobs 

 



 

My name is Mrs Gulzar and I have worked at Grove House for over 20 
years.  I have worked in different year groups across the school and this 
year I will be moving up to Key Stage 2 and working in Year 4.  I am also 
the Religious Education lead across the school.  I am very passionate 
about making learning fun and creating memorable moments, with you 
at the forefront of every lesson.  
 

When I’m not at school, you’ll find me in my kitchen cooking and 
baking, going for walks in the park trying to burn off those calories or 
visiting my family and friends.  I have two children – my daughter is 16 
and my son is 14.   
 

I can’t wait to see you all and your big smiles to begin our expedition 
into Key Stage 2 together.  I look forward to seeing you all very soon.    

 

4K   Keller 

 

My name is Caris White and I will be the teacher of 4K next year. 

This will be my third year at Grove House and my second in Year 4.  

My aim is to make this year fun and enjoyable for you and to give 

you lots of hands-on experiences to help you learn. Reading and 

writing are my favourite lessons to teach, I look forward to diving 

into all this year’s exciting books with you, reading your imaginative 

stories and seeing your vocabulary expand. In my spare time, I enjoy 

reading, going for walks with my dog Buddy, spending time with my 

friends and lots of shopping! I am looking forward to meeting you all 

next year to start our Year 4 adventure together! 

 

4L   Lennon 

 

5M   Moore 

 

5N   Nelson 

 

My name is Joe Matthews and I will be teaching in Year 5 this 
year. This will be my second year teaching at Grove House and I 
cannot wait to make it even more special and enjoyable than my 
first year! I’m really excited to be teaching you as you move into 
the upper end of primary school into Year 5. 

Outside of school, I love exercising and watching football 
(especially Chelsea.) I also enjoy making and eating lots of 
delicious food, spending time with my friends and family and 
exploring the world. I am really looking forward to being your 
teacher and I can’t wait to see you all soon! 

 

My name is Charley Illingworth and I will be the class teacher 
in Year 5. This will be my fourth year teaching at Grove House. 
I have worked in KS1 for the past three years and this year I am 
very excited to be moving to KS2. I am very passionate about 
learning through hands-on experiences and I hope we will 
have lots of fun together this year! Outside of school I enjoy 
long walks with my dog Bailey and spending quality time with 
family and friends.  
 

I am very excited about meeting you all in September! Let's 
make this year count! 
 



 

 

My name is Kirsty Roddick and I am the Year 6 teacher in Pankhurst class. 
This will be my 5th Year teaching at Grove House so I have probably taught 
lots of your siblings in over the years! As well as being the class teacher in 
Year 6, I will also be leading Key Stage Two in September. I love being a 
Year 6 teacher and my aim is to make your final year at primary school as 
enjoyable and memorable as possible! I already can’t wait for our 
residential in November!  
In my spare time, I love taking my puppy, Freddy, for long walks and I love 
spending time with my family. I enjoy cooking, baking and eating nice food 
in general! I also love reading so if you’re struggling to find a good book, I 
am sure I will be able recommend something for you to get stuck in to!  
I can’t wait to teach you in your final year at Grove House and look forward 
to our new adventure together.  

 

My name is Seán Dinning and I will be teaching in Year 6, as well as the 
lead of Modern Foreign Languages within school. This will be my third 
year teaching at Grove House and my second year in a row teaching in 
Year 6.  

My hobbies include playing Gaelic football, hurling, hiking, reading 
anything historical that I can get my hands on and promoting a healthy 
lifestyle! 

I am passionate about teaching and strive to make lessons as exciting 
and informative as possible. I look forward to teaching in Year 6 again 
and especially to teach my former class again for such an important 
chapter of your education! I can't wait to see you all in September 

 

6O   Oastler 

 

6P   Pankhurst 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


